-
Sentemnber o \4a Ya

Sy dear family:

HZaving returne: from o four weeks' Luropeun
tour during waiich I wisited wnoland, Tr.once,Germany and
italv, I will confine wy congribution tc the fanily
letier to an acoount of it, '

A groun of relis neople, sixteen in number,
were invited by the U. S, Army to make tnis toar, after
being equipped with uniform as war correspondents (we
wore these uniforms during the entire trip) and going
throuch processing in Washington we left New York at
aicnicnt on sdgust 10t in ¢ i C o4 pluie. Ve acbe
stups at Labrador and Grecnland and arrived at Prestwick,
Scotland in the wee hours of Suwdey oruing, Aususe 12,
Actually flying time was about 19 1/7 hours.

7o then went down to Loncdon where we spent
three days anc were there during V J dwy. 1 was fortunate
enough to get « ticket to the opening sessious of
Parliament where I saw andé neard King Gevrre read nis
speeCn from the Throne audé »r. Allee aud . Churchill
speak to the Mouse ol Commons, That evening 1 made &
brocdeast (my first and I ho.e my last) on very short
notice wruich was beamed to the United States and carried

by CRS, Ve spent some time look n_ ar uid London and a

day in examining the oper&ti ms of ithe British Broaccasting
+ Corporation, '

e\

v overall impression of Lngland( really Londou)
. Gas very Tavorable - in fact more Tavorable than it has
. been heretofore, The bomb damage is Xaom not too apparent,
~ and what there wag is very well clewned up, The knglish
neople whiile still & lLittle shabby secnr to have a very good
yspirit and a considerable determinétion to oo on with
their solution of their post-war problems, As to the
t;politicai situation, I obviowgly cuuld form no vary
!iintelligent opinion, but I did g t the impression that the
:iprogram of the new Labor government will not be nearly s
#orl? shimking ws many of us had thought.

Fro Lond.n we flew to Paris (we went every olawge
by lene having one ascigned to us for all of .ur
Continental travel), Paris was quite a shock to ume .,
Inere was very little bomb damege or physical destruction
but business seemed at a practical stendstill and tae
Peoyle Tilled with defeatism and lassitude, The shoys
had very little to sell and the majority ol wiemn dic not
bother to open, food and clothing were very scarce and
expensive, and everyfing to be denlt in ouly on the
black market, This situ.tion did not affect us on our
trip, nowever, as we did all of our ewuting at armv messes,




I looked up one of our old friends from our
Paris days who is a lietenant in the French Army anc found
that he, too, despaired of the future of France unless
the people quickly came to their senses and buckled cown
to work, I leanmed that the Frenchman who was perhaps
iy best friemd had died during the last year of the war,
but I could not learn the cetails,

e spent considerable time examining the work
of the Army whnich is headquartered in Paris and also the
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operations ol the French radioc system,

We spent a day in and ground leims lwokin' over
a series of camps where the G.I.s are being assemble’ for
shipment back to the 8tates, These were tcmyormlj Camps
"ud life seemec to he sretty ruﬁﬁef, LwCle Ccimp hoo

Shlo oLt it L conLhk oot cf e s mndamnems AT verp
who were doinr most Lf the work., 1hej seemed to be well-fed

and the ones I saw, at least, did not impress me as
specimens of s be%ten pevple., ‘e then Went to Luxemboary

and toured the battkefields around Bastosne (in the ecorner
nf Belrdnm) whire the Battled of the Bal;e tou% place
last December, The countrvside was prevty well Littered

with tanxs which had beer shol up and we could sec now
1t wa touch 219 zZo with the Americazne vaen the Germ.ns
viere on the ramuage at that time.

then flew into Germany, [lying over Sremen
wnere 1 ot j“‘ impse or real bomb dimgge. Our first stop
Wasfkwdbw“; wileT e we toured the cityv w.nd aade a motor
launch inspection of the Han burg harovor - probably lhe
rreatest in Eutope. Tere also the bomb “&nu € waz lmmense -~
.08t of the harbor inst..llations being houbOu oudlt, sul;:s
burned even while remaiuning afloat, zZrd many ha1f~submmrged
siips, and in the city itself whole sections nothins wutb
rubsle wita o few wails stinding here and there waich would
have to b¢ torn down before Teconstruction could commence,

T'ron Teamburg we flew to perlin, Maving scen
Bderlin before i1e war, ithe bowb danaje nere iapres:ed .ie
aore than anywhere else, For example, Unser den Linden
winich was perhaps the richest looking street that I knew

anvtiing aoout was so completely plastered wivh bombs that
every building was either a mass of rubble or so damajeéd
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that repair seemed impossible., The same was true for
blocks around, and this included the Chancellory, tihe
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former Americ:n Embassy and Propaganda Ministry building.

in Berlin we saw our first Russian soldiers,

and. to wy unpractised eve thev were not ve.y impressive,
The c¢.ntrol area by the Russians, British anc¢ Americans
seems to be working pretty well, but it will continue to

be an interesting @ud informing experiment in international
cooperation, The launguage diffsrence and the grex=t
difference in the background af the Russians on the one
hand and the Americ ns and Dritish on the other constitute




obstacles of the first magnitude.

Trom Berlin we  ent to Salzburg and Berghesgaden
where we saw Hitler's retreat (pretty well demolished by
bombs) and his llagle's Nest house on top of the mountain,
This was really a sort of tourist sighiseenng expedition,

e then went to Prankfurt wherc we nad g conference

.ith Generai Biseanhower ( I still think he is oneﬁ%he sreat
men of our time - and from fansas) and saw sometiing of
the operations of the Army of Occupation. For example,
we attended a brief trial of a German woman who haw sworn
she did ..ot belon. to the Wazi “oman's Auxiliary (when sae
did) and looked over the recaptured loot which the Germans
hod tuken fron~ the conguered notions = even including Jold
S L Leos fillingw Sroo Ve boolil us vwellh 160 lul,

Back to Parisand thence to the Riviera wher.
we fully enjoyed two and a aalf days at the Army rest
center there., This is run by the Army in order to give
the soldiers a vacation - generally seven days - in
pernaps the most famous playgraund of the wovld,

& then wehh to Rome where ithe principal event
Was an audience with the Pove. Incidentally, sever:l
nersons rerarked how closcly I resembled him, and as e
bears the name Pius XIII some of the boys thereafter referred
to me as Josephus Reamus I.

We returned to Paris and froem there left for
the United States in another C 54 stopning at the Azores
and Newfoundland on the way back and arriving four weeks
and one day from the time of our departure.

1l cun't say that the trip was enjoyable but it
was mobt interesting and informative, I arrived home
considerably fagged out, physically end emotionally, over-
wire L.8C Bv - uire aasuitude ol tho Provians Lal.lld .di o
today - the principal one for a great many seonle being
how to keep alive this winter, and too confuse. to have
a final opinion on anvthing., That's not quite right,
because I do have a definite opinion on this + no matter
how things go here or how badly we manage our own affairs,
America is still so much better off than the rest of the
world that comparisons are pretiy imeaningless.

with love to you all,
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